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ing obedience and subjection ; for among them,
giving earth was the sign of surrendering their
land to the Great King, and giving water meant
that they surrendered their sea and navy to him.
The heralds, therefore, with this message from
Xerxes, went forth on their several journeys. *

3. When the heralds had arrived at the
cities of Greece, and delivered their message,
they were received differently in different places.
Some cities gave earth and water, because they
were afraid of the Great King ; others, because
they were jealous of their neighbours, and hoped
the Great King would help them and destroy
their enemies. But the men of Athens and of
Sparta would give neither earth nor water. In-
deed the Athenians were so angry at the message,
that they threw one of the heralds into a pit,
and bade him take his earth thence; another
they threw into a well, telling him that he could
find water there.

THE PASS OP THERMOFYLJE.-II.

prom-on-to-ry       stretch-ing       langh-ter         pha-lanx
pen-e-trated         ter-ri-fied         ev-i-dent         trai-tor

un-di-min-ish-ed    per-suade         im-pres-sion    bat-tal-ion

i. Xerxes, when he heard how his heralds
had been treated, and how the men of Athens
and Sparta had refused earth and water, deter-
mined at once to levy an army $.nd to conquer
Greece. Never before was so vast a host collect-
ed. They drank whole rivers dry. The Helles-
pont, across which they had to pass into Greece,
was bridged with boats ; a promontory (its name